A morning service during the Covid-19 restrictions
3rd Sunday of Advent - December 13 , 2020

Advent Candle Lighting Ceremony
(To begin this ceremony light the first two candles.)
Reader 1: We have lit again the first two candles in our Advent wreath, to remind us of God’s gifts 
of hope and peace. Today we will light the third candle, representing joy.
Reader 2: The  book  of  Isaiah  describes  the  joy  that  will  come  with  the  dawning  of  shalom. 
The broken-hearted will be healed, the captives released, grief will turn to gladness, and justice will 
come to all people.
Reader 1:  Jesus came, bringing all this and much more. We light this candle in joy and thanksgiving 
for the gift of Jesus, who sets us free. (light the third candle.)
Congregational Prayer: Let us pray together. O God, help us to remember that true joy  comes  
when  the  lowly  are  lifted  up,  when  the  hungry  are  filled  with  good  things, and relationships 
are restored. May your love flow through us, out into the world, giving birth to great joy. Amen

   #239 O Thou Who Camest From Above
fLine0dxTextLeft0dxTextRight0dyTextTop0dyTextBottom0dxWrapDistLeft57150dyWrapDistTop57150dxWrapDistRight57150dyWrapDistBottom57150fFilled0cropFromLeft0cropFromRight0cropFromBottom0cropFromTop0shapeType75pibfile_0.wmf
H239.MID


H239.MID

thumbnail_0.wmf
H239.MID



file_1.wmf
H239.MID



O thou who camest from above, the pure celestial fire to impart,					
kindle a flame of sacred love on thy mean altar of my heart.

There let it for thy glory burn with inextinguishable blaze,
and trembling to its source return in humble prayer and fervent praise.

Jesus, confirm my hearts desire to work and speak and think for thee;
still let me guard the holy fire, and still stir up thy gift in me.

Ready for all thy perfect will, my acts of faith and love repeat,
till death thy endless mercies seal and make the sacrifice complete. Charles Wesley 1707-1788

The kingdom of God is at hand: O come, let us worship.

Venite Psalm 95.1–7
 Come, let us sing to the Lord; *  
	let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation. 
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *  
	and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 
For the Lord is a great God, *  
	and a great king above all gods. 
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *  
	and the heights of the hills are his also. 
The sea is his for he made it, *  
	and his hands have moulded the dry land. 
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *  
	and kneel before the Lord our maker. 
For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. *  
	Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now and will be for ever. Amen.
The Psalm for the day, Psalm 126
The Readings for the day: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24, John 1:6-8,19-28
A reflection on the readings (see attached - written by the Ven. Glen Miller)

  429 Of the Father’s Love Begotten
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Of the Father’s love begotten ere the worlds began to be,					
he is Alpha and Omega, he the source, the ending he,
of the things that are and have been, and that future years shall see, evermore and evermore.

At his word the world was framed. He commanded, it was done:
heaven and earth and depths of ocean in their threefold order one;
all that grows beneath the shining of the moon and burning sun, evermore and evermore.

O that birth for ever blessed! When the virgin, full of grace,
by the Holy Ghost conceiving, bare the Saviour of our race,
and the babe, the world’s redeemer, first revealed his sacred face, evermore and evermore.

This is he whom seers in old time chanted of with one accord,			
whom the voices of the prophets promised in their faithful word;
now he shines, the long expected; let creation praise its Lord, evermore and evermore.

O ye heights of heaven, adore him; angels hosts, his praises sing;
all dominions, bow before him, and extol our God and King;
let no tongue on earth be silent, every voice in concert ring, evermore and evermore.

Christ, to thee, with God the Father, and, O Holy Ghost, to thee,
hymn and chant and high thanksgiving and unwearied praises be,
honour, glory, and dominion and eternal victory, evermore and evermore.
Aurelius Clemens Prudentius 348-413, translated by John Mason Neale 1818-1866

Hear, O Israel
Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 
with all your mind, and with all your strength.
This is the first and the great commandment, the second is like it:
Love your neighbour as you love yourself. There is no commandment greater than these.

Prayers (see litany below)
Our prayers have been requested for: Thelma, Joanne, Wendy, Vivian, Spruce, and Patricia, the 
homeless and the efforts of supporting organizations who serve those disadvantaged people.
		 
The Collect for the day
God of power and mercy, you call us once again to celebrate the coming of your Son. Remove those 
things which hinder love of you, that when he comes, he may find us waiting in awe and wonder for 
him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
 #370 Saviour, Again to thy Dear Name We Raise
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Saviour, again to thy dear name we raise with one accord our parting hymn of praise;		
we stand to bless thee ere our worship cease, then, lowly kneeling, wait thy word of peace.

Grant us thy peace upon our homeward way; with thee began, with thee shall end the day;
guard thou the lips from sin, the hearts from shame, that in this house have called upon thy 
name.

Grant us thy peace, Lord, through the coming night; turn thou for us its darkness into light;
from harm and danger keep thy children free, for dark and light are both alike to thee.

Grant us thy peace throughout our earthly life, our balm in sorrow, and our stay in strife;
then, when thy voice shall bid our conflict cease, call us, O Lord, to thine eternal peace.
John Ellerton 1826-1893

Dismissal
Then may be said or sung,
Officiant Let us bless the Lord. People Thanks be to God!


Litany for Advent.
(In joyful expectation, let us pray to our Saviour and Redeemer, saying ‘Lord Jesus, come soon!’)

O Wisdom from the mouth of the Most High, you reign over all things to the ends of the earth: come 
and teach us how to live. Lord Jesus, come soon!

O Lord, and head of the house of Israel, you appeared to Moses in the fire of the burning bush and 
you gave the law on Sinai: come with outstretched arm and ransom us. Lord Jesus, come soon!

O Branch of Jesse, standing as a sign among the nations, all kings will keep silence before you and all 
peoples will summon you to their aid: come set us free and delay no more. 
Lord Jesus, come soon!

O Key of David and sceptre of the house of Israel, you open and none can shut; you shut and none can 
open; come and free the captives from prison. Lord Jesus, come soon!

O Morning Star, splendour of the light eternal and bright Sun of righteousness: come and enlighten all 
who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death. Lord Jesus, come soon!

O King of the nations, you alone can fulfill their desires: Cornerstone, you make opposing nations one: 
come and save the creatures you fashioned from clay. Lord Jesus, come soon!

O Emmanuel, hope of the nations and their Saviour: come and save us, Lord our God. Lord Jesus, 
come soon! 

The text above is taken from the Book of Alternative Service published by the Anglican Church of Canada and used with 
permission. The words of the Hymns are all in public domain unless otherwise noted.
