
December 20, 2020 - 4  Sunday of Advent - Reflectionth

2 Samuel 7:1-11; Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26; Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38

“God’s Love” 

In his first letter to the Corinthians St. Paul composed a description of love which has been read

at weddings, funerals and has been an inspiration to many.  He wrote that: “Love is patient, love is kind.

It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily

angered, it keeps no record of wrong. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices in the truth. It always

protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails.” (1 Cor. 13:4-8) This lovely

description of the love God has for God’s people is truly inspiring and a little daunting when we try to

live up to its standard. One of the things St. Paul did not mention, but which can be inferred from his

description, is that love obeys.  On this 4  Sunday of Advent many Churches are focusing their attentionth

on the topic of love along with remembering the Virgin Mary as we recall the angel Gabriel’s visit to

her. The love of God was poured out on Mary in that moment and her love for God was seen in her

obedience. As we reflect on these truths let us allow God’s Spirit to guide us and open our hearts to how

this story can impact us today.

As St. Luke puts together his orderly account of the story of Jesus the Messiah he begins with a

visit from an angel named Gabriel to a priest named Zechariah.  Zechariah had been asking God to bless

he and his wife Elizabeth with a child and Gabriel had been sent to share the good news that his prayer

had been answered but in a most remarkable way.  Out of love for God both Zechariah and Elizabeth had

been devoted and obedient servants of God and to them was given the gift of raising John the Baptist

who would, “be great in the sight of the Lord” (Luke 1:15) The same angel, Gabriel, also visited a young

betrothed woman named Mary.  This story of the encounter between God’s messenger and the humble

young woman has been painted, carved, sculpted, and depicted in countless pieces of other forms of art.

(Luke 1:26-38) The astounding nature of the event has inspired and challenged generation after

generation and Mary stands out as an example of a loving response to an incredible request.

You and I are probably not going to be asked to do something on that scale but we are asked by

loved ones to do things that may be difficult.  Those we love can get us to do things we are not

comfortable doing simply because we love them.  If something is important to them it becomes, by

definition, important to us.  That is why I suggest that St. Paul missed ‘obedience’ in his definition of

love but that it can be inferred. We all know this to be true from our own experience with love even if

we haven’t thought about it in this way before. In the partnership that is a loving relationship obedience

to the requests of the other is part of the dynamic relationship.  Mary, out of love for God and God’s plan

acts with obedience to this awesome request and is forever remembered because of that decision.

“I am the Lord’s servant”, Mary answered, “may it be to me as you have said. Then the angel left

her”. (v. 38) The humility we see in that response asks of us to explore our responses to God’s requests. 

We know the story of Mary because of her willingness to accept this challenge and we know the story of



others because of their willingness to accept the challenges placed before them. While we may not ever

be famous we can try to be as obedient as the Blessed Virgin Mary when requests come from God. As I

think about the encounter between Mary and Gabriel once again I notice the following.

First, there was an existing and well cared for relationship between Mary and God.  She is told,

‘you have found favour with God’ which suggests that the angel’s visit was to someone well known in

the heart of God. This likely meant that as she went about her daily duties Mary prayed and thought

about God a good deal. Synagogue attendance and attention paid to the practices she had learned from

her parents was a part of her life.  The pre-existing relationship is not described in any detail but I

believe it must have been in place.  What this tells me is that my daily prayers and devotion to the

practices I learned from my parents and others are important in maintaining the relationship I have with

God.  Like many of you these practices have had to undergo some minor changes over the past few

months but I am so glad they were instilled by my mentors over the years.  That existing and well cared

for relationship with God is one of the ways used for us to hear what God has in store for us.

Secondly, she had an active mind.  This young woman was betrothed to Joseph and so thoughts

of her having children would not have been strange to her.  Perhaps she even imagined what that would

be like and what those children would be like.  To be presented with the words, ‘you will be with child

and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus’ wouldn’t have been all that strange but

to have the words attached to a visit from an angel made this a wonder.  She asked for details in order to

understand how this could happen given that she had not yet been married and was told, ‘the Holy Spirit

will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.’ This could easily have

frightened her but it seemed instead to steady her because her next words were, ‘I am the Lord’s

servant’.

Finally I notice, Mary had a very brave and trusting heart.  Love builds that kind of trust and

demands a level of trust as the relationship grows.  Out of that trust can grow bravery because the trust

provides a solid ground on which to stand. She recognized her place in the history of the nation and the

importance of her role but it did not make her shy away from the challenge.  In her song, known as the

Magnificat (Luke 1:46-55), Mary traces the history of her people and looks into the future based on the

promises of God.

Love is patient, kind, and all the rest as described by St. Paul but love is also obedient to the

requests made by those we love.  Mary is a wonderful example of the combination of humility, courage,

and trust as an exhibition of love for God and love for her people.  May we take encouragement from her

as we face our own particular challenges. I offer this prayer.

We beseech you, O Lord, pour your grace into our hearts, that we who have known the

incarnation of your Son Jesus Christ, announced by an angel to the Virgin Mary, may by his cross

and passion be brought unto the glory of his resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.


